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Information Disclosure Statement 
Citing Foreign Search Report 

I hereby certify that each enclosed document listed on the herewith Form PTO-1449 
was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months ago by the attached European Patent Office 
Communication (Search Report) dated August 24, 2001. See that communication for 
information on each document. Applicant also cites herewith U.S. Patent No. 5,867,706 
(Ref. AR) which is the U.S. counterpart of WO 97 29423 A (Ref OR) cited in the search 
report. In addition, U.S. Pat. No. 5,983,227 was mentioned by the Examiner in the personal 
interview of 9/20/01 and is listed on the Form 1449 (as Ref. BR) to make it of record in this 
application. 

This IDS is intended to be in full compliance with the rules, but should the Examiner 
find any part of its required content to have been omitted, prompt notice to that effect is 
earnestly solicited, along with additional time under Rule 97(f), to enable Applicant to 
comply fully. 

Contingent IDS Request Under Rule 97(d) : Should a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance issue with a mailing date which precedes or is the same as the filing date of this 
IDS, please consider this a Request under Rule 97(d), charge the IDS fee (Rule 17(p)) to our 
Deposit Account No. 03-3975 under Order No.0 18404/0270531, and proceed to consider this 
IDS under Rule 97(d). i 
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Applicant hereby expressly reserves the right to swear behind the effective date of the 
references and to question the relevance and materiality of the references cited, in whole, in 
part, or in combination, subsequent to filing this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 are 
earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 




1600 Tysons Boulevard 
McLean, V A 22102 
Tel: (703) 905-2000 
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